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PEA Achieves Certification
from the WBENC

PEA s pleased to announce that our
majority woman-owned firm has
achieved certification as a Women's
Business Enterprise (WBE) through the
Women's Business Enterprise National
Council (WBENC). Certification through
WBENC is acknowledged formally by
thousands of public agencies and
private corporations nationwide as a
mandatory credential for meeting WBE
diversity criteria (article continued on
page 2).
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LEED Version 3: What it Means to You -
continued from page 3

Basic LEED certification for new construction previ-
ously required a minimum of twenty-six points.
Under LEED 2009, forty points are required. Nearly
half of the credits are now worth multiple points. In
addition to the extra points, up to four bonus points
can be achieved for credits earned in priority
categories. There are six priority categories slated
for each region. For example, the water efficiency
credit (WE1) is a priority credit in areas of Florida
where fresh water is scarce. In Michigan, develop-
ment density and brownfield credits are considered
priority in urban areas, whereas storm water and

site selection credits take precedence in rural areas.

The LEED certification system will continue to
evolve as time goes by. PEA believes it is important
to balance the environmental and cost benefits of
sustainable design. This theory becomes even
more important now that certain credits provide
significantly more points towards achieving
certification than others. PEA currently has six
LEED Accredited Professionals available to answer
your questions and discuss the benefits of each
credit under the new system.
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What is Accessibility? (continued from page 1)

FHWA's Access Board recently developed
“Public Rights-of-Way Accessibility Guidelines.’
The guidelines have not yet been officially
adopted by the Department of Transportation,
but FHWA recommends its use for any work in
the public right-of-way. Importantly, state and
local governments may receive Federal
Financial Assistance from FHWA for public
roadway projects, and FHWA has the authority
to ensure that the federally funded projects meet
ADA guidelines unless technically infeasible.

According to the
Federal Highway
Administration, 20%
of Americans over age
15 have a disability;
6% have serious
hearing disabilities;
4-5% have vision
disabilities; and 70%
will eventually have a
temporary or perma-
nent disability that
makes climbing stairs
impossible.




